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Locust Hub

An Initiative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Along with climate shocks, conflict and acute food
insecurity, the East Africa region now faces a hunger
threat from Desert Locust. This is a scourge of biblical
proportions,

This page provides information, maps and resources
about the state of the locust upsurge and UN's
ongoing respanse efforts.

To learn more, visit FAO Desert Locust Crisis Page

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations Helping to build a worid without hunger
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Desert Locust situation update 19 October 2020
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Swarms continue in Ethiopia and Somalia

More swarms are forming from current breeding in Ethiopia and a new generation of laying has started in central Somalia
and eastern Ethiopia, which could be supplemented by swarms coming from Yemen. Breeding is also underway on the Red
Sea coastal plains. Consequently, additional swarm migrations and further increases in locust numbers can be expected but
the situation is less dramatic than one year ago and countries are better prepared.

« ETHIOPIA. Hopper bands are slowly declining in the Afar region of the northeast due to control operations and fledging.
However, numerous immature adult groups and swarms continue to form and are present, albeit slightly less than the
previous week, in the northern Rift Valley on the western side along the edge of the Amhara/Tigray highlands as far narth as
Makelz and on the sastern side in the Harar Highlands to Jijiga. Some swarms were seen near Addis Ababa and in the
Ogaden south of Degeh Bur. A few of the swarms are mature and could breed. Ground and aerial control aperations are in
progress. More swarms are expactad to move to the Somali region, induding the Dgaden, whers they are likely to mature
and lay eggs In favourable areas while ather immature swarms could continue southwards.

Situation (click to zoom)

+ SOMALIA. Mainly immature and a few mature swarms are arriving in the northwest between Boroma and Hargeisa. In the
northeast, an incraasing number of mature adult groups and swarms are moving south, reaching Mudug and Galgaduud with
egg-laying occurring north of Dusa Mareb. Hatching and band formatien will occur while some swarms could continue south
to Hiiran. Biocontrol operations are in progress.

« KENYA. A few small maturing swarms persist in Samburu county, and local breeding could eventually occur in the
northwest with the Short Rains. There is a low risk that a few swarms currently in Ethiopia may arrive in the northeast about
mid-Novernber while the next generation of swarms that form in eastern Ethiopia and central Somalia are likely to arrive
from mid-December onwards.

« ERITREA. Hopper groups are present in the central highlands northwest of Asmat, on the Red Sea coastal plains near
Sheib and Mehimet, and in the western lowlands near Kerkebet. Ground control aperations are in progress. Adult groups are
likely to form and more breeding is expected on the Red Sea coast. Swarms may arrive from nartharn Ethiopia ) .,

Forecast (click to zoom)
« SUDAN. Happer bands continue in the east betwsen the Atbara River and the Red Sea Hills mixed with some groups of
mature adults, some of which are laying eggs near the Atbara River. Control operations continue. Mature solitarious adults
are present in the northeast and laying eggs in a few places along Wadi Oko/Diib.

« YEMEN. Breading is ending in the interior where infastations have declined due to contral aparations, migration, no
significant rains for the past month and drying conditions; hence, only a few late-instar hopper bands remain near Al Hazm.
A few swarms from the interior may appear on the southern coast. More immature adult groups and swarme are forming on
the northem Red Sea coastal near Sug Abs from local breeding. Control operations are in progress.

SAUDI ARABIA. Late instar hopper bands are present on the southern coastal plains of the Red Sea north of Jizan where
mature adults arz forming groups. Mid to late instar bands are prasent further north between Qunfidah and Lith that are
likely to form immature adult groups. Ground control operations continue.

The situation remains calm in West Africa and southwest Asia where no significant developments will occur.

Arabic  English  Francais

Swarm on 15 Oct over the
. : Harar Highlands, Ethiopia
Arabic  English  Francais (dlick to zoom)
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Locust Watch / Hub

» rainfall estimates (IRI)

* green vegetation (MODIS)
Intermediary : \?v?gcrlrs]o(llsétgrl\j V(\I/SF?RDSAT)
 sub/seasonal precipitation (WCS)

cloud platforms
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Desert Locust situation update 24 November 2020

Cyclone Gati brings heavy rains to northern Somalia

On 17-21 November, Cyclone Gati formed in the Indian Ocean and made landfall
on the 22nd near Xaafuun and the northern tip of northeast Somalia. It is the
strongest storm on record in Somalia. Twice the annual average of rainfall was
expected to fall in two days. Bosaso reported 128 mm in 24 hours and extensive
damage was reported in Bari region. In the past two days, Gati has moved in a
westerly direction along the coast of northern Somalia towards Berbera and
weakened as it headed into the Gulf of Aden.

Gati could impact current Desert Locust infestations in several ways. Heavy rains
are likely to have fallen on the Somali plateau between Hargeisa and Garowe,
which is north of current breeding in the Ogaden of eastern Somali region in
Ethiopia and adjacent areas of central Somalia. Nevertheless, the rains would
allow immature swarms still present near Hargeisa and Jijiga, Ethiopia to rapidly
complete their maturation and lay eggs. On the other hand, winds associated with
the cyclone may have allowed these swarms to move southeast to the Ogaden
where they would mature and lay eggs in current breeding areas.

In either case, widespread breeding currently underway in eastern Ethiopia,
central Somalia and perhaps southern Somalia, coupled with a potential
expansion to northern Somalia, is expected to cause numerous immature swarms
to start forming in early December and continue until the end of the year. Many of
these swarms will migrate to southern Ethiopia and southern Somalia, reaching
northern Kenya by mid-December and continue thereafter. The potential scale of
this migration could be substantial.

Intensive survey and control operations should be increased in Ethiopia and
Somalia while heightened vigilance and preparedness are called for in Kenya

Latest Desert Locust Bulletin (No. 505, October 2020)

Previous Desert Locust Bulletin (No. 504, September 2020)
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WESTERN REGION: CALM
SITUATION. Small-scale breeding in Mauritania, Niger,
Chad, and Algeria.
FORECAST. Locusts will decline in summer areas.
Small-scale breeding in northwest Mauritania.

CENTRAL REGION: THREAT
SITUATION. Numerous swarms in northeast Ethiopia
(335 453 ha treated) that moved north to Eritrea, south
to Rift Valley, and east to Somali region; swarms in
northeast Somalia (12 974 ha) moved south; swarms
arrive in Ogaden and central Somalia, lay and new
hatching; hopper bands in eastern Sudan (52 912 ha);
summer breeding ends in Yemen interior; hopper bands
on Red Sea coast of Eritrea (10 354 ha), Yemen
(4 609 ha), Saudi Arabia (21 290 ha), and Sudan;
residual swarms maturing in northwest Kenya (318 ha).
FORECAST. More hatching and band formation in
eastern Ethiopia (Ogaden) and Somalia with new
swarms forming in early December that will threaten
southeast Ethiopia, southern Somalia, and northeast
Kenya. Local breeding in northwest Kenya. Breeding to
continue along both sides of Red Sea in Eritrea, Sudan,
Saudi Arabia, and Yemen with possibility of hopper
band and swarm formation, especially in Yemen.

EASTERN REGION: CALM
SITUATION. Limited control operations against residual
infestations in Pakistan (220 ha); no locusts in India;
small adult groups in southeast Iran (40 ha).
FORECAST. Low numbers of adults are likely to persist
in southeast Iran and southwest Pakistan; no significant
developments.

2 NOVEMBER 2020

Epicentre shifting to eastern Ethiopia and Somalia

As anticipated, numerous swarms formed in northeast
Ethiopia during October. The situation improved by the

end of the month due to intensive control operations, and
as swarms moved north into the highlands and to Eritrea,
south into the Rift Valley, and further east. Consequently,
the epicentre will shift to the Somali region in eastern
Ethiopia and adjacent areas of Somalia where control
operations are in progress. Another generation of breeding
started in this vast area where mature swarms in northeast
Somalia moved southwards and laid eggs that are hatching
and hopper bands are forming. More bands will form during
November and a new generation of immature swarms will
form in early December that are expected to move south
and threaten southeast Ethiopia, southern Somalia, and
northeast Kenya. The swarms that moved to Eritrea are
likely to reach the Red Sea coast where control operations
are in progress against hopper bands. Control continued
against hopper bands in eastern Sudan and on the Red
Sea coast in Yemen and southwest Saudi Arabia. Breeding
ended in the Yemen interior and swarms moved to the
coast. Winter breeding along both sides of the Red Sea
could cause hopper bands and swarms to form, especially
in Yemen. The situation will continue to remain calm in other
regions and no significant developments are expected

DR CONGO

The FAO Desert Locust Bulletin is issued every month by the Desert Locust Information Service (DLIS) at FAO HQ in Rome, Italy. DLIS
continuously monitors the global Desert Locust situation, weather and ecology to provide early warning based on survey and control results

from affected countries, combined with remote sensing, historical data and models. The bulletin Is supplemented by Alerts and Updates during

periods of increased Desert Locust activity.
Telephone: +39 06 570 52420 (7 days/week, 24 hr)
E-mail: eclo@fao.org / faodiislocust@gmail.com

Percent of trajectories in each

0.25 x 0.25 degree grid square
Internet: www.fao.org/ag/locusts

Facebook/Twitter: faclocust
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: General situation during September 2020
Desert Locust Bulletin  Zoner 8 oo N ovember 2020

Swarm breeding in northeast Africa and Yemen

Even though ground and aerial control operations continued
during September against swarms in the Homn of Africa

and Yemen, the situation remains worrisome. Substantial
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